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WOMEN MAKE ‘GREAT STRIDES' 
IN CONSTRUCTION, DENNIS SAYS 


WASHINGTON -- Women, including minority women, have made "great 
strides" in obtaining employment in construction and other high skilled 
occupations, according to the director of the Women's Bureau, U.S. 
Department of Labor. 


Shirley M. Dennis, who is black) told a Senate labor subcommittee 
investigating employment opportunities for women in construction in high- 
tech jobs: 


"The sharpest rates of increase for women have been in those jobs that 
require post-secondary education and/or skills training, such as managerial 
and professional specialty workers, engineers, lawyers and judges. 


“The steady and dramatic growth in women's labor force participation, 
their increased representation in professional and technical occupations 
and improvements. in women's earnings indicate that many women are in a 
favorable position to take advantage of the high skilled opportunities 
projected for the year 2000". 


Acknowledging that the largest number of women are still employed in 
the so-called traditional female occupations, such as teachers and nurses, 
Dennis said, "Clearly much remains to be done to facilitate women's 
movement into nontraditional high skill and ‘high tech' jobs." 


She said that removal of barriers to women's employment is essential. 
For example, Dennis noted that women seeking employment in the construction 
trades not only face the same barriers as other working women; they also 
confront some specific ones. These include: 


-- Inadequate information on where and how to apply for construction 
jobs. 


-- Inadequate knowledge among unions and contractors where and how to 
recruit women. 


-- A work environment that can be “sometimes hostile, even to the 
extent of sustained harassment of workers at the job site," and 


-- Lack of pre-apprenticeship training opportunities. 
Dennis said that the Department of Labor generally is not satisfied 
with the progress women have made in careers in the construction trades and 


described efforts underway to improve the situation. The Women's Bureau 
and the Office of Federal Contract 
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Compliance Programs (OFCCP), another program of the Labor Department, have 
undertaken outreach efforts, preapprenticeship training, post-employment 
counseling and worksite monitoring, vigorous enforcement of equal 
employment opportunity and affirmative action regulations, and creation of 
an internal construction task force to review the current OFCCP 
Construction Compliance Program. Dennis is serving as a member of the 
group. 


In closing, Dennis said the Labor Department is "committed to 
improving the participation of women in all sectors of the workplace. We 
will continue to improve our enforcement efforts and to increase our 
education and outreach efforts." she said. ; 
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STATE AND METROPOLITAN AREA 
EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT 
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WASHINGTON -- Unemployment rates were lower in September 1987 than 
a year earlier in 45 states and the District of Columbia, according to 
the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


Over this same period, nonfarm payroll employment rose in 45 states 
and the District of Columbia. The national civilian worker employment 
rate, not seasonally adjusted, was down 1.1 percentage points over the 


same period, from 6.8 to 5.7 percent. 


Because the data for states and areas are not adjusted for 
seasonality, comparisons in this release are limited to changes from the 
same month a year earlier. Over-the-month comparisons may be affected by 
seasonal changes and thus could present a misleading picture of underlying 
economic trends. 


Unemployment 


Of the 45 states reporting over-the-year decreases in unemployment 
rates for September, 28 plus the District of Columbia had declines of 1 
percentage point or more. The largest were in Louisiana (3.5 points), Ohio 
(2.9 points), Alabama (2.7 points), and Oklahoma (2.5 points). 


New Hampshire, at 2.1 percent, had the lowest unemployment rate for 
September. Delaware (2.5 percent), Connecticut and Massachusetts (both 2.8 
percent), and Maine and Vermont (both 2.9 percent) reported the next lowest 
rates. No state reported a rate in double digits, with the highest rates 
in Louisiana (9.9 percent), West Virginia (9.1 percent), Mississippi (8.9 


percent), Alaska (8.6 pércent), Texas (8.5 percent), and New Mexico (8.3 
percent). 


Among the 269 metropolitan areas for which September data are 
available, the lowest unemployment rates occurred in Portland, Me., and 
Portsmouth-Dover-Rochester, N. H. (both 1.7 percent); Stamford, Conn. (2.1 
percent); and Iowa City, Iowa (2.2 percent). The highest rates were 
reported by four areas in Texas--McAllen-Edinburg-Mission (19.0 percent), 
Laredo (14.7 percent), Brownsville-Harlingen (14.6 percent), and 
Beaumont—Port Arthur (12.4 percent). 


The largest over-the~year declines in jobless rates among the 269 areas 
occurred in Odessa, Tex. (8.2 percentage points), Kenosha, Wisc. (7.5 
points), and Houma-Thibodaux, La. (7.3 points). Increases from a year 
earlier of a percentage point or more took place in Beaver County, Pa., 
Rapid City and Sioux Falls, S. D., and Austin and Dallas, Tex. 


Employment 


Nonfarm payroll employment rose by 2 percent or more in 2€ states 
between September 1986 and September 1987. The largest percentage gains 
occurred in Nevada (6.5 percent), Florida (4.5 percent), and Tennessee (4.3 
percent). Of the five states with employment declines over the vear, the 
largest in percentage terms were Alaska (4.7 percent), Wyoming (1.9 
percent), and Montana (1.7 percent). 


Manufacturing employment increased over the year in almost two-thirds 
of the states, i: marked contrast to a year earlier when decreases occurred 
in over three-iifths of the _ states. Virtually all states reported 
employment gains in services. Employment rose in about four-fifths of the 
States in transportation’ and public utilities, trade, and finance, 
insurance, and real estate. ; 


# # # 
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THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX --OCTOBER 1987 


The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 
rose 0.3 percent »efore seasonal adjustment in October to a 
level of 345.3 (1967=100), the U.S. Department of Labor's 
Bureau of Labor Statistics reported. For the 12-month period 
ended in October, the CPI-U has increased 4.5 percent. 


The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers 
(CPI-W) also rose 0.3 percent in October, prior to seasonal adjustment. The 
October 1987 CPI-W level of 340.0 (1967=100) was 4.6 percent higher than the 


index in October 1986. 


CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U rose 0.4 percent in 
October. This follows a 0.2 percent increase in September and was the same 
as the average monthly rate of advance for the first 10 months of 1987. 
Larger increases in the costs of shelter, in the cost of purchasing and 
financing of new vehicles, and in prices for clothing accounted for the 
acceleration in the overall CPI between September and October, and together 
these components accounted for about four-fifths of the advance in the 
October index. Partially offsetting these larger advances was a decline in 
energy prices and a smaller increase in grocery store food prices. 


For the first 10 months of 1987, the CPI-U advanced at a seasonally adjusted annual rate 
of 4.8 percent. Energy prices increased at a 10.1 percent rate; shelter costs, 4.9 percent; 
and food prices, 3.6 percent. The CPI-U excluding food, shelter, and energy increased at 4 
4.2 percent annual rate, compared with a 3.4 percent increase in 1986. 


# # # 
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FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


In 1985, there were 20.6 million initial claims filed for state 
unemployment benefits, 109.8 million weeks compensated for total 
unemployment, and 9.7 million weeks compensated for partial unemployment. 
according to the U.S. Department of Labor's annual report for 1986. 

# # # 


In 1985, 19.9 million persons registered with the state employment 
services, 8.3 million received job-related services, and 3.8 million were 
either placed in jobs or obtained jobs after receiving some services, 
according to the 1986 annual report of the U.S. Department of Labor. 


### 
In 1985, the Senior Community Service Employment Program provided jobs 
for more than 63,000 older persons, according to the 1986 annual report of 


the U.S. Department of Labor. 


# # # 


During the 1986 fiscal year, more than 317,000 apprentices received 
training and more than 94,000 entered training, according to the U.S. 
Department of Labor's annual report. 
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